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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 
1. Claims 13-15, 17-20, and 22-25 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being 
anticipated by Misu et al. (US 6,662,891). 

The applied reference has a common assignee with the instant application. 
Based upon the earlier effective U.S. filing date of the reference, it constitutes prior art 
under 35 U.S.C. 102(e). This rejection under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) might be overcome 
either by a showing under 37 CFR 1 .1 32 that any invention disclosed but not claimed in 
the reference was derived from the inventor of this application and is thus not the 
invention "by another," or by an appropriate showing under 37 CFR 1 .131 . 

Misu et al. discloses a vehicular battery mounting structure comprising a floor 
panel (14); a seat (78) disposed above the floor panel, the seat having a back portion 
and a bottom portion (See Fig. 5); a battery pack (10) having a plurality of battery unit 
cells (22) or battery modules in accordance with a performance of a vehicle, the battery 
pack being disposed between the floor panel and the bottom portion of the seat (See 
Fig. 5), the plurality of battery unit cells or battery modules being arranged side-by-side 
in a longitudinal direction relative to the vehicle (See Fig. 2 and 4, Items 22), the battery 
pack further comprising a cooling fan (31) that supplies a cooling medium in a direction 
of the vehicle width (See Fig. 4), wherein the battery pack comprises a battery body 
formed by a plurality of battery unit cells or battery modules (Figures 2 and 4, Items 22), 
and a space portion (Figure 4, Item 32), through which the cooling medium is 
introduced, that is arranged within the battery pack (Figure 4, Item 10), and adjacent the 
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battery body (Figure 4, Item 24), that is provided at a side of the battery body that faces 
a centerline of a width of the vehicle (Battery body has multiple sides, one of which 
parallels item 32 and as such it also faces a centerline of the width of the vehicle); 
[claim 14] wherein the seat is a seat that does not have a power seat function; [claim 
1 5] wherein the seat is a passenger seat or a rear seat; [claim 1 7] wherein the cooling 
fan is provided at a side of the battery body opposite from the side that faces the center 
line of the width of the vehicle, and wherein the cooling fan supplies the cooling medium 
between the battery unit cells, or between the battery modules; [claim 18] wherein the 
cooling fan supplies the cooling medium through the battery body from the side that 
faces the center line of the width of the vehicle to the side opposite from the side that 
faces the center line of the width of the vehicle; [claim 19] wherein the cooling fan 
supplies the cooling medium through the battery body from the side that faces the 
center line of the width of the vehicle to the side opposite from the side that faces the 
center line of the width of the vehicle, and discharges the cooling medium into a cabin; 
[claim 20] wherein the battery pack further comprises a diffusion portion for diffusing the 
cooling medium discharged from the cooling fan into the cabin; [claim 22] wherein a 
suction direction of the cooling fan is a direction of a rotating axis of the cooling fan, and 
a discharge direction of the cooling fan is a circumferential direction relative to the 
cooling fan; and [claim 23] wherein the cooling fan is a sirocco fan; [claim 24] wherein 
the battery pack is formed by a lithium ion battery or a nickel metal hydride battery (See 
column 9, line 35+); and [claim 25] wherein the battery pack is disposed between a 
vehicle side frame member and a vehicle central frame member, the battery pack, the 
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vehicle side frame member, and the central frame member being separated from each 
other. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

2. Claim 21 is objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base claim, but 
would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the limitations 
of the base claim and any intervening claims. 

With regards to claim 21 : 

• Upon further consideration of the art of record it has been found that the 

presence of a diffusion portion having a plurality of outlets has not been found to 
have been disclosed or taught in the prior art found at this time. Therefore claim 
21 and any claims that depend therefrom are found to contain allowable subject 
matter. 

Response to Arguments 

3. Applicant's arguments filed on the 27 th of December 2007 have been fully 
considered but they are not persuasive. Examiner selected Item 32 of Misu et al. to 
be the space portion, and it is provided at a side of the battery body that faces the 
centerline of a width of the vehicle. The battery body has multiple sides, applicant's 
arguments call one side the top, however the top is still a side of the body, just as the 
bottom, right, left, front, back, etc... are all sides. Also, regardless of a centerline 
chosen, a side of the battery will most always face the centerline whether it is in parallel, 
perpendicular, or at an angle with the centerline. 

Conclusion 
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4. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications 
from the examiner should be directed to JOHN R. OLSZEWSKI whose telephone 
number is (571)272-2706. The examiner can normally be reached on M-Th 5:30AM- 
4PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Christopher Ellis can be reached on 571-272-6914. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



/J. R. O.l 

Examiner, Art Unit 3618 



/Christopher P Ellis/ 
Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art 
Unit 3618 



